w Caucasus Journal of Milton Studies Vol-2-Issue-1

B —

—EJ M_ST‘: Published by The Milton Society of Georgia March 2023
e-ISSN : 2720-8222 (Online)

TRANSLATION

Niko Lortkipanidze
Expectation

Translated by Eter Churadze

I love thunderstorms when you do not know where to find shelter, when a big tree is perilous, lest it
be struck by lightning. In the fields and meadows, you suffocate. The whirlwind is going to abduct you and is
throwing into your eyes the dust that has not been absorbed by the ground. The black cloud looks morosely
down on you from above; below, the torrent strikes your ankle.

Itis a struggle for life. The blood rushes through your veins and makes you forget petty woes; you are
striving to survive!

I love a serene sky; the breeze lightly touches your forehead. The sunlight makes the emerald sky
smile; the grass sways delightfully and the trees bend down tenderly as a Megrelian woman starts circling
around demurely in the Kartuli dance. The birds sing to their lovers and the illuminated river burbles quietly.

The pleasure of the world carries your imagination away; the costume ball of nature gives hope to your
heart; your sorrow, relieved by this hundredfold bliss, is diminished, disappears!

Oh, my fate, why do you always dispirit me? It is cloudy; only some parts of the sky, here and there,
are visible; the cloud dawdles along and again swallows up the gently shining moon in its darkness. One cannot
find any cluster of stars. Beneath, the land has become silent as though waiting cheerlessly for Judgement Day,
contemplating how to act; even a muddy river dares not collide with the bank — it is murmuring and edging
away from the cliffs. It is waiting; it is waiting for thunder and storm, for a drenching rain to pour down so it
can receive consent from the sky to trample down the cliff, to clear its own path.

May such time of expectation be cursed, the time of colorless life!
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